“Do you know about the USA?
”The competition consists of several tasks. The 1st task is to answer the questions about the USA. If your answer is correct the team will get one point. After listening to the question the members of the team can consult with each other for 30 sec.

Вопросы для обеих команд по очереди: 

1. what city is the capital of the USA? (Washington)

2. what river is the capital situated on? (Potomac River)

3. who discovered America and when? (Christopher Columbus. 12 October, 1492)

4. what are the 1st English settlers who came to America in 1620 called? (The Pilgrim Fathers)

5. what state is the largest in the USA? (Alaska)

6. what is the name of the American flag? (Stars and Stripes)

7. what is the main figure in the national emblem of the USA? (The Bald Eagle)

8. who is the head of state and government ? (President)

9. give the nickname of the of the USA government? (Uncle Sam)

10. what is the largest city in the USA? (New York)

11. what sport is very popular in the USA? (Baseball)

12. what university is the oldest one in the USA? (The Harvard university, 1636)

13. what is the monetary unit in the USA? (The dollar = 100 cents)

14. name the 1st President of the USA? (Washington)

15. who presented the Statue of Liberty to the people of America? (France)

16. what is the home town of Shakespeare? (Stratford-on-Avon)

17. what is the famous airport in London?

18. what was the 1st name of New York? (New Amsterdam)

19. where were “The Beatles” born? (Liverpool)

20. which US President was a Hollywood actor? (Ronald Reagan)

Teacher: I see that you know the main and most important facts from the history of the USA very well. It’s great! You know America is often called “a melting pot” because people from all over the world have mixed together to create modern American society. Of course, the Americans are very proud of their traditions.

The second task is to tell the rival team about any American tradition. The rival team should listen to the story very attentively and retell it in Russian. If the team understand the story well and enough it will get 5 points. 

1. The people of the USA are a mixture of many different nationalities. In one city you can find people whose parents, grandparents came from China, Africa, southern Asia. Americans still celebrate the festivals of the Old World. Sometimes the old celebrations are more important in the USA than in the countries they came from. American children have more fun at Halloween than Scottish children do in Scotland. There are new American festivals and traditions as well as the old ones. Only Americans celebrate Thanksgiving, Memorial Day, and the 4th of July. Rodeos and high school homecomings only happen in the USA. 

2. American schools have many different ceremonies. One of these ceremonies is called “Homecoming”. At many high schools and universities there is a parade and a big football game once a year. This ceremony is held every fall in small towns. Homecoming is a week – long celebration for all students. At the ceremony the homecoming queen rides in the parade and opens the sport event – usually a football players walk together. 

3. Americans love sports of all kinds. Many people play sports in their free time, and many go to games or watch them on TV. American sports fans are friendly but very noisy. One of the most popular sports is football. About 37 million people watch football each weekend during the fall and winter. Baseball is also very popular. Basketball is played in the winter and spring. At big games in the USA there is a lot of entertainment before and during the game. There are parades, bands. Professional games are fun, but so are the thousands of smaller games. Each school has its own teams. 

4. Do you prefer jazz music or Bach? Each year in the USA there are festivals to celebrate almost anything you can think of. Festivals are the state fairs. These are usually at the end of summer. Farmers enter their animals in competitions and hope to win a ribbon. There are also prizes for the biggest and best crops and for homemade food, clothes, toys, etc. Each part of the USA has its own special festivals. When people from Europe, Asia and Latin America came to live in different parts of the USA, they brought their celebrations. One of the best known festivals in the world is “Mardi Gras”. It takes place early in the year in New Orleans, Louisiana. For 2 weeks there are big parades, parties and dances. Not all festivals are as famous as Mardi Gras. 

Teacher: the third task is the competition. America is a very big country, which has a lot of different places of interest. It is a famous for its monuments, well known building and other sights. Your task is to explain the meaning of the word written on the card in English. Each team must take 4 cards. 

· Disneyland 

· The White House 

· The Statue of Liberty

· “the Pencil”

· Congress

· Harlem

· Hollywood

· The Empire State Building

Ответы на карточки: 

· Disneyland is a large amusement park for children in Southern California created by the famous American film producer Walt Disney. 

· The White House is the official home of the President of the USA where he works and lives.

· The Statue of Liberty is the symbol of freedom in America. It is a bronze figure (almost 46 metr) of a woman holding up a torch, on Liberty Island in New York Harbor, which is a gift from the French government sent to America in 1884.

· “the Pencil” is the name of the tall column in Washington, D.C., that is the Washington Monument built in honor of the 1st President of the USA.

· Congress is the parliament of the USA, which has its seats in the Capitol.

· Harlem is considered to be poorest district of New York where many afro-Americans live.

· Hollywood is associated with the US film industry; it is situated not far from Los Angeles. It is the world-famous center of films.

· The Empire State Building is one of the tallest buildings in the world (381 meters high) in New York.

Teacher: the forth task is to say Russian proverb. Дайте русский эквивалент пословицы, которая дословно переведена с английского. 

1. срывай цветы, пока можно. (куй железо, пока горячо)

2. лучше маленькая рыбка, чем пустая тарелка. (лучше синица в руках, чем журавль в небе.)

3. не учи свою бабушку, как яйца есть. (яйца курицу не учат)

4. кто боится волков – на охоту не ходит. (волков бояться - в лес не ходить)

5. тот, у кого большой нос, думает, что все говорят только о нем. (на воре и шапка горит)

6. завтра никогда не наступит. (после дождичка в четверг.)

7. когда бываешь в Риме, делай так, как римляне. (со своим уставом в чужой монастырь не лезь.)

8. трава всегда зеленее на другом берегу реки. (хорошо там, где нас нету.)

9. нет места, чтобы взять за лапы кошку и покружить. (яблоку негде упасть)

10. поздно запирать конюшню, когда лошадь украдена. (после драки кулаками не машут).

Teacher: the fifth task. The game “20 questions”. Can you guess?

Object № 1 is a human being. 

1. Is it a man or a woman? It’s a man.

2. Is he alive? Yes, he is.

3. Does he live in Great Britain? No, he doesn’t.

4. He is an American, isn’t he? Yes, he right you are.

5. Does he live in Washington? Yes, he does.

6. Is he an actor or a musician? No, neither guess is true.

7. What is he? A statesman? Yes, that’s right.

8. Is he a person known all over the world? Yes, he is.

9. It’s the president of the United States, am I right? Yes, you are and you have won the game.

Object № 2 is a sight. 

1. Is it made by man? Yes, it is.

2. Is it made of metal and stone? Yes, that’s right.

3. Is this thing big? Yes, it’s very big.

4. Is it in England or in the USA? It’s in the USA.

5. Is it a place of interest? Yes, it is.

6. It is a monument, isn’t it? No, you are wrong.

7. Is it a historical building? Yes? It’s a good guess.

8. Is it in New York? Yes? It is.

9. It is the Empire State Building? I think, that’s right. You have won using 9 questions.

Teacher: the sixth task. For the captains and we have a musical “Rack your brains and make the correct choice”. Choose the right answer.

Team A: the 1st capital of the USA was New York, Philadelphia, Washington.

Team B: the Tower of London was built as a prison, a fortress, the residence of the King.

Team A: during the War of Independence (1775-1781) Russia was on the British side, neutral, the ally of the young American republic.

Team B: the 1st invaders on the British Isles were the Britons, the Celts, the Anglo-Saxons.

Team A: American president Franklin Roosevelt was reelected in 1944 for the second, for the third, for the fourth term of office.

Team B: the world-famous group the Beatles came into being in Manchester, Birmingham, Liverpool.

Teacher: the seventh task. Угадай мелодию! America has a lot of famous singers, composers and musicians. Americans like to sing very much. Guess – what is the name of these songs, groups?

Звучат 2 песни на англ.языке.

Teacher: the eighth task. Our competition is coming to an end; we have the last task to perform. It will be a crossword. Both teams should do the crossword. You should write American English words. The team that is the 1st to finish and does everything correctly will be the winner in this competition.

Кроссворд.

